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Trudeau 
gets little 
credit for 
boom: poll 


Deficit, rising 
interest rates sour 
economic view 


JosH WINGROVE 
AND THEOPHILOS ARGITIS 


Just days after the Liberals 
released their first “report 
card” — which claimed the 
federal government was do- 
ing a great job — Canadians 
have given their own less 
than flattering verdict. 

Canada’s economy may be 
one of the strongest in the de- 
veloped world this year, but 
Prime Minister Justin Tru- 
deau’s government isn’t get- 
ting much credit. 

A Nanos Research poll 
found just 25 per cent of Can- 
adians describe Trudeau’s 
performance as an economic 
manager as good or better — 
fewer than other surveys sug- 
gest would currently vote for 
the Liberal leader. Some 36 
per cent rate his performance 
as poor or very poor, and an- 
other 36 per cent mark it as 
average. 

“What this survey shows 
is that there is fundamen- 
tal disconnect between the 
macroeconomic reality and 
micro opinion of Canadians,” 
pollster Nik Nanos said in 
an interview. “For all intents 
and purposes, there’s quite a 
small minority of Canadians 
not concerned about housing 
and interest rates. It’s a large, 
dark cloud that looms over 
the psychology of Canadians.” 

While the country is on 
pace to lead the G7 in growth 
with its strongest expansion 
since 2011, Canadians instead 
seem focused on rising inter- 
est rates and the deficit. 

The results could reflect 
a deeper malaise for which 
Trudeau’s government may 
find no easy solutions: anx- 
iety over housing affordabil- 
ity and growing piles of debt 
at a time when borrowing 
costs are rising. Concern over 
debt loads could turn any in- 
terest rate increases by the 
Bank of Canada into a politic- 
al headache for the Liberals. 

Other highlights of the 
survey include: 

I 40 per cent of respondents 
say reducing the deficit 
should be Trudeau’s top pri- 
ority with a windfall generat- 
ed by strong growth. Another 
21 per cent call for spending 
on social programs, 19 per 
cent prioritize infrastructure 
spending and 18 per cent 
want tax cuts for individuals. 
See ECONOMY on Page A8 


‘Gucci Grace’ 
under pressure 


ZINYANGE AUNTONY / AFP / GETTY IMAGES 
Grace Mugabe, wife of Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe. 


RAPID RISE AND LAVISH WAYS 
MADE HER TARGET OF OUSTED DEPUTY 


How has the downfall of Robert Mu- 
gabe — at 93, the world’s longest- 
serving leader and the only one Zim- 
babwe has known since its independ- 
ence in 1980 — finally come to pass? 
Thanks to his younger wife, known 
throughout the country as “Gucci 
Grace,” the First Shopper. Forty-one 
years his junior, she has been his La- 
dy Macbeth, spending extravagantly, 
ruthlessly trampling on adversaries 
and fixated with power. 

Her rapid political rise had 
alarmed many who feared she could 
succeed her husband after he fired 
his longtime deputy last week. 


PETER GODWIN 


Now she is believed to have fled 
while Mugabe, under house arrest by 
the military since Tuesday night, is 
being urged to resign. He met Thurs- 
day with the army commander who 
ordered the arrest and mediators, 
including a Catholic priest, to broker 
an end to his 37-year rule. 

Grace came from humble origins, 
born in South Africa to Zimbabwean 
migrant working parents and raised 


in the farming town of Chivu, where 


she was educated at a missionary 
school before going to secretarial col- 
lege. But things soon changed. 

See GRACE on Page A3 


Old Order Amish hold key to eternal life? 


JoE O’CONNOR 


They arrived by horse and 
buggy, a parade of Old Or- 
der Amish, tied together by 
blood and a shared history of 
having farmed the country- 
side around Berne, Ind., for 
almost 175 years. Many had 
never been to a doctor. A few 
would later faint at the sight 
of their own blood, as a bat- 


tery of doctors and nurses 
from Northwestern Medi- 
cine in Chicago set up camp 
in their community; prick- 
ing them with needles, col- 
lecting urine samples, cap- 
turing images of their hearts 
and testing the hunch of Dr. 
Douglas Vaughan, a cardi- 
ologist at Northwestern, that 
the Amish of Berne were the 
lucky holders of an anti-ag- 
ing gene. 


“In general they don’t 
avail themselves of modern 
medicine,” Vaughan says 
from Chicago. 

“But they were curious 
about it.” 

The gene is Serpinel, 
which is responsible for 
the manufacture of PAI-1 — 
(a.k.a. plasminogen activator 
inhibitor) — a protein that 
regulates blood clotting and 
forms part of an individual’s 


“molecular” fingerprint as 
it relates to aging. Studies 
in animals have shown that 
lowering PAI-1 levels can 
safeguard lab mice against 
age-related diseases, such as 
diabetes. But no such study 
on humans has replicated 
those results. 

Enter Vaughan and his 
team. They took samples 
from 177 Amish subjects. 

See AMISH on Page A6 


QUEBEC 
UNVEILS 
RIGID 
POT LAWS 


LIKE PROHIBITION 


Meanwhile, 
Alberta embraces 
private sector 


GIUSEPPE VALIANTE 


MONTREAL œ Forced into 
the pot business by the fed- 
eral government, Quebec 
on Thursday tabled strict 
marijuana legislation, striv- 
ing to give itself full control 
over the industry, push out 
the private sector and create 
a zero-tolerance policy for 
driving under the influence 
of all drugs. 

“This is an important 
change to our society,” Pub- 
lic Health Minister Lucie 
Charlebois said after tabling 
Bill 157. “The experts recom- 
mended we be prudent to 
start and then to see if we 
need to adjust. They asked us 
to be rigorous and to see how 
citizens evolve.” 

On Thursday, Alberta also 
released its pot plans, which 
include setting no limits on 
the number of private stores 
that can sell cannabis once 
retail sales are legalized next 
July. The NDP government 
said it would look to private 
retailers to sell marijuana 
from brick-and-mortar store- 
fronts, instead of govern- 
ment-run outlets. 

Quebec has been reticent 
to go along with the federal 
government’s marijuana plan, 
citing concerns from citizens 
that legalizing pot would en- 
courage young people to pick 
up the habit and would fo- 
ment social problems. 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has promised Can- 
adians marijuana will be 
legal by next July 1. But he 
has left it to the provinces to 
create their own legal frame- 
work on how to enforce the 
law on their territory. 

The toughness of Quebec’s 
proposed law led to allega- 
tions that the province was 
enforcing “prohibition.” 

Jodie Emery, marijuana 
activist and co-owner of the 
Cannabis Culture chain, said, 
“This is the most restrictive 
model we've seen yet. 

“It sounds just like pro- 
hibition. The model they’re 
proposing will ensure that 
others continue to be crim- 
inalized; it will deny Quebec 
residents many of their differ- 
ent rights and freedoms.” 

See POT on Page A6 
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